Concert Review from August 16th, Sziget Festival, Hungary

Good Charlotte is playing on the Mainstage of the Sziget Festival, that's taking place on the "Obudai Sziget"-Island in Budapest. They are supposed to start at 21.30 after 3 other bands: The Hives, The Beatsteaks and Sex Action. There are about 6000 people listening to Good Charlotte this evening. Most  of the fans spent the whole day on the island to get good places to see all of the bandmembers. I arrived at 4 pm and im standing between the first and second row with a perfect view on Billy, Paul, Joel, Benji and the Drummer Dean (Morrisey). Everybody's wearing a GC-Shirt except for me, im wearing a "Made"-Shirt. i think that's okay, too. At 9 the crew is starting to line up everything. First Billy's Keyboard. The guitars and the drums are being tried out by the crew. A man is crossing the stage with Benji's guitar. The crowd is shouting "Good Charlotte! Good Charlotte!" The countdown to 9.30 is being counted, but no one's on the stage at the time. Man, Good Charlotte are too late. 3 minutes later the intro is starting up: "Once Upon a Time: The Battle for Life and Death". The crowd is crying out loud. The first one, appearing on the stage, is Benji Madden (guitar, b-vocals). Some fans are fainting yet. The names of the bandmembers are being cried out by the people. Even the Japanese words of the instrumental-intro are being joined in the singing by the people: "Jinsei, jinsei, jinsei! Shinu, shinu, shinu! Sei setoshi, omarete wa shinu!" At the end of the song in the end all the members are running onto the stage. At the left, Billy Martin (guitar), then Joel Madden (voc), at the right Benji, behind Paul Thomas (base) and behind Paul Dean Butterworth (drums). Joel is playing the guitar tonight, too, to get a better live-feeling, I think. Without a welcome the band is starting immediately with full power. They are singing the punk-anthem "The Anthem" from their second album (The Young and the Hopeless). After that "Walk Away (Maybe)", from their new album "Chronicles of Life and Death". Joel is drinking a gulp of beer, but is spitting it out and saying, that drinking beer and alcohol is very bad. Actually Joel in every way tonight is spitting very much. Billy's hair is prepared with gel today, but it isn't working very well, coz some streaks are falling into his face after sweating a little bit. Billy is playing the keyboard and the e-guitar tonight, Joel is playing the guitar only at some songs. He's playing his old white guitar, but this time with black letters on it, they're saying the name "Hilary", (Hilary Duff), the name of Joel's love, who had to be left home, unfortunately. Benji's having a bad day, today, I think. He nearly isn't showing his face, he's wearing a hat, so I can't see his new haircut, although I like it. He's not talking very much tonight. Tonight's talk master is Joel, Benji's younger twin brother. Joel tonight is sticking on the micro, talking and talking and talking. Also Joel is the whole evening taking pictures and videos for his mom. He seems to be very confused about the loud-crying crowd. And me, Im half-deaf man...I never felt like this before. Everyone is singing every song, no not singing, crying. I was so deaf after that night, I couldn't hear anything for one day, and that's supposed to mean something, because I saw Green Day live and wasn't that deaf. So, after that the songs "S.O.S", "Predictable" and the hit "Girls and Boys", which are sung so loud by the crowd, that I can't hear Joel singing. A part of "S.O.S" is being sung just from the crowd. After, "My Bloody Valentine", one of the best GC-songs. Between the songs Joel is talking again und is telling us what he thinks about "Hung(a)ry" He is saying, that it's a pity that GC didn't come here earlier. That we are all very beautiful people and that it sucks, that not every crowd could be that pretty. It's going on with "The World is Black" for what Benji is switching to the acoustic-guitar. After that songs Joel's saying that the politicians suck and that stuff. That we are all the same people, and not got to listen to what the politicians say. Then he's shouting "We believe!", which is being followed by a loud cry, coz all the people love that song. I love it too, I think it's the best song of the chronicles. Joel is singing the first chorus alone, without Benji. Then everyone is waiting for that special sign of Joel. Will he do it? Yeah, he's doing. At the part "We are all the same" he's trustful and sad touching his chest two times, just like in the video. Everybody's starting to cry immediately and the tears are running (mine too, of course). After that "Hold on". After "We believe" not a good idea. Cause at the moment everybody dried their eyes, they got to cry again. The chorus is being shouted loud by the crowd "Hold on if you feel like letting go". Billy is inciting the crowd by shouting the words loud and telling the people to sing even louder. After "Hold on" Joel is talking about, that you only got one life and then you die, forever. So you got to live every second as if it would be the last one. At least Benji's saying something: "So, if you wanna start a band, you gotta do that!" Usually Benji was pretty silent and just walked around on the stage a little bit tonight. Paul is flipping all over the way. He is the best base-player I know in every way (except for Green Day's Mike Dirnt, but he's a base-god). 

After the announcement of the twins they're singing "The Chronicles of Life and Death". After that "Riot Girl". Before that, Joel mentioned that there are very beautiful women in the crowd (thanks lol). Then "Mountain" one of my favourite songs, cause Billy helped to write it. Billy tonight is again wearing a "Level27"-Shirt with a "Nightmare before X-mas"-like person on the front. I think, Billy is looking a little bit like Jack Skellington that night. I mean, thin as he is. Billy is playing a black guitar and a black Yamaha-Keyboard. He got about 20 plectrums. He is very good tonight on the guitar. I nearly can't see his fingers, cause he's so fast. He's totally concentrated. Only one time I that often and loud shouted "Billyyy!" that he is looking over to me. If he heard me I was at the right side the only girl that was crying out "Billy" all the time and very loud like I was crazy. The version of "Mountain" sounded exactly like the one on the "Chronicles"-single. After "Mountain" the superduperthing!! "I just wanna live!!" Who didn't flipped till then he would do it now, when that anthem is being sung. I don't know anybody who doesn't know that song. After that is only left "Lifestyles of the Rich and the Famous", actually a must at every GC-concert, cause it's the most famous song. All the people are flipping and nobody can speak anymore...and nobody can stand anymore. You know "standing" and "going"...haha...after that shit? Good joke...Nobody is feeling his legs right now after that jumping all the time. 

GC are just throwing their towels into the crowd. Everybody is fighting for them. Billy is throwing his plectrums into the crowd and Benji and Paul too. GC are leaving the stage.

END

Highlight (I think so): Billy is distributing his plectrums (I didnt get one). As he hadnt left anymore and many people didnt get one and were shouting at him he seemed to be very sorry and said: "Sorry...I dont have anymore..." and he seemed to be really really sorry. So, actually, for me this is a sign for "Billy 4ever". Drink to the nicest guy of the evening. "Cheers!"

Conclusion: The Lemonaward (MTV's Diary of GC) goes again tooooooooo....

Sorry Joel!! It goes again to Paul. And do you know why?

Billy played a false chord (yeah I know, Billy you didnt!! You dont have to deny it. I heard it very clearly. But I still think ur the best)

Joel forgot some words and one time he didnt know what to say.

Benji was too silent this evening and seemed to be very fed up. I dont know maybe he agen fought his bro like in the MTV diary of. So, only Paul is left.

Congrats to Paul, the perfect base-player!!

I love u'll!! 

